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THE SILK ROAD

Lewisham to Deptford Bridge
This part of the Ravensbourne has been altered and shifted perhaps more than any other stretch of river in the borough. Many different
windmills have operated alongside it helping to make a wide range of products from corn to armour to silk. These are remembered in
local names such as cornmill Lane, Armoury Road and Silk Mills path.

What will you discover?

This area has also seen the arrival of the railways which, similar to other locations in
Lewisham, run adjacent to the river. Lewisham station opened in 1849 and a centrury and a
half later the Dockland Light Railway (DLR) opened, in 1999. As you will see, the course of
the Ravensbourne was altered to make way for it.

 where the rivers meet
 Information about moving a river
 History relating to local mills and
railways
 Birds and fish species that live in
the river
 Vigorous vegetation

DISTANCE: 1.8 km / 1.1 miles WALKING TIME: 45 Min
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS: Yes
STATIONS: Lewisham BUS ROUTES: p4, 21, 75, 89 108, 178, 181, 185, 261, 284, 321, 484
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www.riversandpeople.com - guided walk #6

Look out for Waterlink Way signs on the sidewalks
and London Cycle Route 21 which mark the walk...
1 From the Lewisham Rail station, turn left and walk downhill
past the taxi rank towards the bus depot - the river is on your left.
Continue until you see the confluene of the River Quaggy and the
River Ravensbourne. There is an interpretation board at this point.
The Quaggy has wound its way from Locksbottom in Bromley and the Ravensbourne arises
from Keston. It is here that they unite as the Ravensbourne and continue on through the
northern part of the Borough to Deptford and then to the Thames.

2 Turn back towards the station and retrace your steps down Station Road onto Loampit
Vale. Turn right, walking under the railway bridge and continue. Take the first right on to
Thurston Road. Look out for Waterlink Way London Cycle Route 21 sign directing you right,
under the railway embankment.
< A river’s eye view of the confluence: Quaggy left, Ravensbourne right

3 Immediately on your right, wild trees, mostly Sycamore, grow along the embankment of the
raised railway line and by the fence edges. Just beyond the railway arch look for trees with leaves
that look a bit like Holly. These are Holm Oaks - an evergreen tree from the Mediterranean. Holm is
an old English word for Holly and the leaves of this tree are quite Holly-like when the tree is young.
As they age the leaves have few or no prickles. It is a highly invasive tree increasing in the wild in
London and nationally. Walk straight ahead crossing Armoury Road and go between small blocks
of flats towards a red brick wall. On the other side of this is the Ravensbourne.
4 Opposite is a new development called Silkworks. This is the site where a watermill stood for
hundreds of years. In Henry VIII’s time it was used to make armour; later it went on to be used in
making silk, gold and silver thread. Turn left walking by the wall until you come to a bridge over
the river.
5 Looking up river you can see the canalized river stretching into the distance. Until the DLR
came this was how the river looked all the way to Deptford. Cross the bridge and continue past
Elverson Road Station towards Brookmill Park.
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As you enter Brookmill Park, the DLR on your
right follows the old route of the river. The park
was then redesigned and a more naturalised river
created to run through it. You wouldn’t think that
the river channel here only dates back to 1998.
Vegetation takes hold quicker than we imagine. Most
of the trees you see are self seeded.

1998

5 Years Later

The newly created river channel in 1998 and what it looked like 5 years later.

www.riversandpeople.com - guided walk #6

Follow the path into the park where you will soon come across some high ground
partially obscured by trees and shrubs.

7 Optional route - Follow the grassy path up the bank and you are on a remnant of the
London, Chatham and Dover Railway’s Greenwich Park branch line. It opened in 1871 but
was closed in 1916 as a wartime economy measure and never re-opened. The line crossed
Brookmill Road and there is a nature reserve on the other side of Brookmill Road.
Return/continue along the path by the river.

Kingfisher and Herons
If you are lucky, you might see a Kingfisher along this stretch of river. Walk quietly
through the park and look for one perched on a branch over the river, on concrete
ledges or maybe using a shopping trolley to fish from. Kingfishers hunt Sticklebacks and
other fish such as Flounder, Bullhead, Stone Loach among the other species found here.

Kingfisher

The Grey Heron can also be seen in this park. It will usually be standing still in the river
or alongside it and sometimes can be see in in the pond. It too will be on the lookout for
fish.

Profile Flounder?
Young Flounder arrive here about May time having journeyed from the North Sea where
they were born. They get here making use of the tides, rising to swim as the tide comes
in, going down on to the mud to anchor themselves when the tide goes out. By doing
this, they travel into London to use these safer shallow rivers until they are big enough
to venture back into the sea to spawn.

Flounder and Stone Loach

Milne Map

Deptford Bridge
DLR Station

The Milne map of 1801 does not show much activity here,
only water meadows alongside the river, however change was
happening rapidly and water companies operated here for
over 300 years. In 1701 the Ravensbourne Water Works gained
permission to supply East Greenwich and Sayes Court with
water. This was one of the first water companies south of the
river and their inheritors are still here.
In 1809 it became the Kent Water Works (KWW) and was finally
taken over by the Metropolitan Water Board (MWB). If you
keep an eye to the ground whilst walking round Lewisham you
will occasionally find a manhole cover with the initials KWW
and more with MWB on them. Originally these companies
extracted water from the Ravensbourne to supply customers
but over time the population increased and the river became
increasingly polluted and unsuitable.
Eventually in 1862 the Ravensbourne ceased to be used as a
drinking water supply. Large reservoirs and settling tanks were
constructed both side of the river and the surviving pond in
Brookmill Park is where part of a reservoir used to be.

Lewisham Station

MAP KEY: m = Meadow

a = Arable

p = Private Estate

Water was instead extracted from deep beneath the ground
as it is to this day. This enormously improved the quality of
the water supply. The Victorian red brick building on the other
side of the river houses the pumping equipment used today.
Originally it housed a beam engine - a steam powered pump
used for pumping water. See image on page 1.
g = Market Gardens

Mill

Building

Houses with Gardens
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8 The pond is the last remnant of the reservoir that used to be here. On the far side of
the pond and the grass area on your right are large London Plane trees that pre-date the
park (they were on the edge of the reservoir when planted). They are about two hundred
years old and are the oldest trees surviving in lower Deptford.

Wildlife
Tree and scrub habitat, a river and
a pond are good ingredients for
encouraging birds. Mallard, Moorhen,
Coot, Grey Heron, Kingfisher,
Greenfinch and Grey Wagtails are
all regular sightings here along with
a lonesome Mandarin Duck. More
unusually Little Grebe, Little Egret and Water Rail have been spotted.

Greenfinch

Among the more usual tits and finches Song Thrush, Goldcrest and Great Spotted
Woodpeckers can be heard and sometimes seen in the park. In the summer
months Chiffchaff, Blackcaps, Swifts and occasionally House Martins can also be
seen here. In cold spells during wintertime, Redwing and occasionally Fieldfare
may put in an appearance.
Along the bankside there is coarse vegetation and some vigorous plants but
these support many species of invertebrate including butterflies such as Speckled
Wood, Meadow Brown, Orange Tip, Red Admiral and Painted Lady.
For example Nettle has taken over large areas of the riverbank and although
species like Red Admiral and other butterflies use it as a
food plant it does need to be managed so that it does
not completely take over to the detriment of other
species.

Grey Heron

Purple Loosestrife and Flowering Rush are pretty
riverside plants planted by rivers in Lewisham but
in North America they can become an issue and
be regarded as problematic.
Painted Lady >

9 Walk on by the play area, through the formal garden and past
the steel and glass Stephen Lawrence Centre. Coming out of the park,
continue towards the bridge. Cross the river into Broadway Fields with the
DLR to your right above.
Broadway Fields is on both sides of the Ravensbourne. At the beginning of
the twentieth century this land was occupied by old waterworks and one
of the last flower nurseries and market gardens in Deptford. In the 1930s it
was made into a park by Deptford Borough Council. Part of the park on the
east side of the DLR was used as a works site during the building of the DLR.
It was then redeveloped as the present day Deals Gateway development.

10 On the other side of the river the park has also been relandscaped.

Optional route - Cross the bridge here and look at the diverse range of
wildflowers that have colonised. Soon this river frontage is to be terraced
improving the river habitat and further naturalising the river.
Continue along the footpath to Deptford Bridge DLR Station.
The river continues on to Deptford Creek.

For more guided walks along Lewisham’s rivers please visit www.riversandpeople.com

